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ly, ciiafi&s to my support. , scarcely
troatiD? my eyeairiit, while that first
wisp deeoeoed Into a cloud, advanc-
ing slowly toward me. There was no
looter dowbt of what It was anqnes-Uooabl- y

some steamer was poshing Its
coarse upstream. ETen before my
ears could detect the far-o- fi chug of
the engine the boat Itself rounded the
sharp point of the headland and came
forth into fail view, heading oat
toward the middle of the river in a
search for deeper water.

It was an unusually large steamboat
for those days, a lower river packet,
I guessed, with two funnels painted
yellow and a high pilot house sur-
mounted by a huge brazen eagle. At
first, approaching me, bow on, I could
perceive but little of its dimensions,
nor gain clear view of the decks, but
when It veered slightly these were re-
vealed, and I had a glimpse of a few
figures grouped forward, the great
wheel astern splashing the witer, and
between, a long row of windows re-
flecting tho glare of the early sun.
Even ns I gazed at this vision n ling
crept up tho slender staff at the bow
and reaching tho top rippled out in
tho crisp breeze. A moment Inter I
deciphered tho lettering across tho
white front of tho pilot house Adven-
turer of Memphis.

Indifferent at that moment ns to
whero the approaching boat might bo
bound, or my reception on board; do- -
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"silb ajpfase."
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wxpria. Wby. wks"s rotes
My frtead, tbece Lrest lea

faaGfee witbis a badreai siiea
piae."

Map ktwcbd. bis motvi
Ilk a red casa, exbMaxawr a row of

j yeOow lanss.
"No. I reefcoa sot; bat tsar's b 1

or a lot feOers tfer what tin"
OVas bat fcl eat. Dtdst yer kaow.
paxdaer, tbars a rirfa; smart war oc :

tbet tb IQiaoy mHitU is calied oc
an' is now fer Teiie
Banks? Tney're liable f.r ter be tfci- -

too afore erer this d o scow mak- -

it. if w bare ter stop tM' pick etr
more blame fools octer tbe river
Come on, let's go ap."

"Walt a minute. This is as lad! 3
war? Black Hawk has broken loos, '

"Sore ; .raised particular b L We
beerd down et St- - Looee be'd killed
bout a hoadred whites, an' borsei
som or 'em ther ol deTtL

"And where is be bow?"
"Donno; never was op fa yer afor?

We bin ranuin' 'tweea St. Looee an'
New Orleans, till tbe gov'meot took
us. Maybe the captain kla tell yer
sumwhar up Rock river, I reckon
wharever that is."

We climbed the steep steps to the
upper deck, and were met at the baJ
of the ladder by the captain, eviden- - y

desirous of looking me over. He was
n solidly built Individual, wear.ng
white side whiskers and a bulbous
nose, and confronted me not alto-

gether pleasantly.
"All tight, are you? Water pretty

cold yet, I reckon. Beon stickles on
that snag long?"

"Several hours; but my boat was
wrecked before we lodged there."

The captain laughed and winked
aside at the mate.

Fate steps in and makes
a new complication.
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